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Division of Elections 

Gail Fenumiai, Director 
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240 Main Street, 4th Floor 

Juneau, AK 99801  

 

Dear Ms. Fenumiai, 

 

Last week, KYUK-AM broke the news that the Division of Elections failed to send 

ballots to the community of Mertarvik in the Lower Kuskokwim region of the State. This 

led to 130 indigenous Alaskans without access to a ballot for the primary election. This 

news was deeply troubling to me, especially because the Division failed to notify the 

public and elected officials until the story made headlines throughout Alaska. This lack of 

attention to detail disenfranchised indigenous voices in Alaska and has caused me to lose 

confidence that the Division of Election will ensure every Alaska has access to a ballot 

for the upcoming general election. 

 

I strongly believe the Division of Elections needs more oversight and transparency to 

ensure all Alaskans have easy and reliable access to make their voices heard come 

November 3, 2020. I request you produce a detailed plan with steps the Division of 

Elections will take to re-establish confidence for the upcoming general election. This is 

vital so all Alaskans can receive a ballot by mail, have access to a polling location, and 

have confidence the State of Alaska values their voice. I request you release this to the 

public, in addition to all members of the Alaska State Legislature no later than Monday, 

October 12. With the election nearly three and a half weeks away, time is of the essence.  

 

Voting is a fundamental right all of us have. Alaska can be a leader in voter access, 

despite our geographical difficulties because we have the tools and the desire to lead. 

Let’s be that leader. 

 

I look forward to your response, 

 
Senator Donald C. Olson 

 

CC: Lieutenant Governor Kevin Meyer 


